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Twentieth Sunday Y C 14th August 2022. Truth be cherished. 

I wish to begin with this famous quotation attributed to Mother Teresa of Calcutta: People are 

often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. Forgive them anyway. If you are kind, people 

may accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. If you are successful, you will win 

some false friends and some true enemies. Succeed anyway. If you are honest and frank, people 

may cheat you. Be honest and frank anyway. What you spend years building, someone could 

destroy overnight. Build anyway. If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous. Be 

happy anyway. The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow. Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough. Give the best you've got anyway. 

You see, in the final analysis it is between you and God; it was never between you and them 

anyway. 

Truth is one of the virtues that seem to have been hated and faced rejection from every facet of 

life, when you are truthful even those close to you may not like you let alone those who are not 

related to you in any kind. Jeremiah in our first reading though a timid person, encountered 

persecution from his people but that has not stopped him from doing what he ought to do. 

From the quotation above, no matter how much good you try to accomplish in the community 

some people will always look at it with a negative mind, Mother Teresa said, ‘do the good anyway'. 

When we stop speaking the truth simply because of what people may say or do, we are not true 

disciples of Jesus Christ. It’s rather unfortunate that people choose what they want to hear not what 

they ought to, anything apart from what they want to hear would be counteracted. Since the world 

agitates for what to hear, many Christian and preachers of the word are gradually given in to the 

dictates of the so-called world' principle. 

To speak the truth, we must be ready to deny ourselves worldly pleasures so that we can be free to 

take up our cross. 

Why was Jeremiah thrown into a pit? He was thrown into a pit because he was able to announce 

the judgment of God upon Jerusalem. Because of their disobedience, they would be captured by 

Babylonia. Jeremiah as a prophet was only doing his work of proclaiming the exact message of 

God. This time around the princes took laws into their hands with the express permission of King 

Zedekiah, to have Jeremiah put into a pit. Before Jeremiah brought the message of God to them, 

there were prophets of doom who tells them what they want to hear. So, they expect Jeremiah to 

do the same.  

For the many times we accepted false messages in our lives at the detriment of the truth, let us ask 

God for pardon and direct our hearts towards what is true. 

I remember sometimes ago; some African countries were threatened to legalize abortion or the 

foreign funding they were enjoying will be halted.  

The question here is, should we stand for the truth and loses the material support, or we should 

accept the falsified standard and have material gained while we destroy the moral values of the 
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generation after us? Is there anything that the world gives, which is new? or would the world give 

more than what God can give? 

In Jeremiah 38:7-9, ‘Ebed-Melek, a Cushite, an official in the royal palace, heard that they had put 

Jeremiah into the cistern. He summoned courage to approach the king and said, “My lord the king, 

these men have acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have thrown 

him into a cistern, where he will starve to death when there is no longer any bread in the city.” We 

need more of Ebed-Melek in our world that is full of sycophants, who will refuse to speak the truth 

because of material benefits. How often do we give deaf ears to the plight of those who need a 

voice from us? Or because of our affiliation or friendships we failed to acknowledge the truth. 

Ebed-Melek despite what he has been benefiting from the Royal Palace, he never allowed himself 

to be a sycophant: (one who flattered another even at the expense of the truth). 

It is better we speak the truth and cause division like Jesus in our Gospel reading than to keep quite 

and misplace our integrity or priority which is the heavenly kingdom. Like Jesus may we be 

baptized with the same baptism with which Jesus Christ was baptised and accepted death on the 

Cross. 

We pray in this mass like St. Paul in our second reading for the grace to run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfected of our faith. 

Peace,  

Fr. Jingbe 

 


